Salvage surgery as the primary treatment for recurrent oral squamous cell carcinoma.
The choice of salvage modalities of recurrent squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) of the oral cavity remains controversial. We investigated the feasibility of the surgical salvage treatment as a primary option. From 1989 to 1999, curative intended surgery was performed on 191 patients with SCC of the oral cavity at National Cheng Kung University Hospital in Taiwan. These patients were divided into fresh group and salvage group. Survival and complication rates were analyzed for both groups. Patients with early and late recurrent stage had 60 and 38% 5-year absolute survival after salvage surgery. The overall complication rate was higher in the salvage group (60.7 vs 30.4%, P<0.0001), but the major complication rate was not significantly different between these groups (P=0.121). Surgery achieves an acceptable survival in recurrent oral SCC without increasing the major complication rate. Thus surgery is concluded to be a reliable and feasible treatment of choice.